
Redeemed  (Breaking free of the religious demons) 

Included (There are no exceptions) 

 ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER  

   Our text for this week is 
from the Gospel of Luke 8:26-39.  
I’m not sure that I have ever read 
an interpretation of this week’s 

text that comes close to the one 
that I propose to be a divine in-
sight into this text. Interpretations 
vary but essentially portray this 
story as Jesus encountering a man 
possessed by demons. The man is 
isolated from his community be-
cause of his behavior as a result of 
the demons. Everyone is innocent 
except for the demons. There is no 
support in traditional interpreta-
tions of the text for criticizing the 
community. Isolation was their 
only recourse against this mad 
man. 

And the last word in my first 
paragraph is the label for the lack 
of innocence — “man” is never 
completely innocent. Just as we all 
tell less than complete truth. 

I believe that I am called to 
reinterpret this text against the 
grain. In my interpretation the de-
mons are still in the wrong. But 
who are the demons? Traditional 
interpretations connect the symp-
toms of the man’s behavior and the 
consequences of the man’s isola-
tion to the demons which are pre-
sumed not to be connected to hu-
mankind but to satanic forces that 
oppose the rule of God. Which 
oftentimes means the rule of order 
or more to the point, how to control 
the behavior of others to suit our 
desires. 

The man is isolated. He is in 
the corner, using our first week 
metaphor of a center-pivot irriga-
tion system. But did he get there by 
his own choice? Not if we blame 
the demons which I’m inclined to 
do in harmony with other interpre-
tations. It is the demons. But again, are enforced selectively. This 

allows exclusion of persons that 

do not fit their carefully con-

structed definition of insider. 

The circle-dwellers. 

This text from the Old Tes-

tament laws also does not men-

tion women. They were consid-

ered property. The editors of 

Deuteronomy were men. Circle-

dwelling men. Even Holy Spirit 

inspired scripture must be read 

with a discerning mind and 

heart rather than grabbing only 

the headlines that support our 

bias and blasting anyone stand-

ing in our way. 
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      Deuteronomy 23 begins 

with exclusions. In the Good 

News Translation the head-

ing for the beginning of this 

chapter reads “Exclusion 

from the Lord's People.” Us-

ing our center-pivot irriga-

tion metaphor these are the 

people residing in the cor-

ners. They are the corner-

dwellers. The left out and the 

left behind. The persons that 

the water that springs out of 

the source doesn’t reach. 

Christians who point to 

the Old Testament to support 

their case for exclusion are 

careful to avoid the parts of 

the ancient text that don’t 

support their case. The laws 
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who are the demons? In our irriga-
tion metaphor we compared the 
church to the center of the system 
and the dispersement of the good 
news, or worse, God’s grace. Con-
trolled by this central source of 
power who claim to be the church 
and to represent God. 

But it seems that too many 
people go to the corners to escape 
what feels more like acid than pure 
water. People escape the reach of 
the church’s testimony because it 
burns rather than soothes. 

So Jesus encounters a man, 
ostracized by the church. The 
man’s reaction to his isolation is 
anger coming from deep hurt. The 
man has concluded that he is not 
redeemable. That he cannot be 
saved. The hurt is coming from 
deep inside and the man feels pow-
erless to confront it. He is a corner 
dweller. An outsider to the church 
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The community from which the man is isolated is 
the community of faith. But the demon within is 
the man’s believing a lie. The lie that the man 
believes is that he needs to change before he can 
be saved. 

The truth is that the man need nothing more 
than to meet Jesus face to face rather than be 
introduced to the Jesus as presented by the com-
munity who ostracized him. Jesus removed the 
demons and sent them to live with the pigs. What 
a wonderful metaphor Jesus offers us for people 
who condemn others.  

In freeing the man from the dogma that 
condemned him Jesus is also freeing his commu-
nity from the demons of fear and hatred. Jesus 
replaces the community’s twisted view of diver-
sity with clarity. Not foresight but insight. And 
not perfect wisdom. A better informed view of 
God’s kingdom. The community, with new free-
dom and energy that is no longer displaced by 

condemnation of the different. Now the faith 
community is able to thrive. 

But Nadia insists that while the church was 
the source of their pain, the church can also be 
the source of healing for the victims and the 
perpetrators.  

By reinterpreting our ancient texts, just as 
been done in every generation, is an important 
part of our journey together. I hope that you are 
not offended by my creative interpretation and if 
you are, I will pray for both of us. 
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was not a coincidental meeting. When 

Philip was encouraged to move closer 

to the man he could hear him reading 

from Isaiah. Philip began their conver-

sation with a question. Philip asked 

him if he understood what he was 

reading. And the Ethiopian’s response 

would change his life forever. 

 “How can I understand unless 

someone explains it to me?” the Ethio-

pian man asks Philip. And with that 

invitation Philip began to testify about 

what he knew about Jesus Christ. 

There is nothing about Philip asking 

about the man’s sexual practices or 

gender identity. Nor did Philip ask 

about the man’s politics or whether he 

carried documentation. We read that 

Philip shared the good news with him. 
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When Jesus Christ shared a meal 

with His followers on the night of His 

arrest He spoke of a new covenant (Luke 

22:20). The Messiah came not to con-

demn the world but to save the world 

(John 3:16). This new covenant was a 

covenant of inclusion. Throughout Jesus 

ministry He went to the corner-dwellers 

and invited them into community. The 

new covenant was no longer a circle that 

included only those persons that fit a 

particular specification. The new cove-

nant was a universe of creation that all 

belongs to a loving God who was willing 

to live among humanity in order to rec-

oncile all of creation with God’s self. 

It is not our responsibility to “fix” 

other people. This is the role of the Holy 

Spirit. It is our responsibility to invite 

and to teach what it means to be a Christ 

follower. We too often take our role as 

teachers to mean that we are to tell peo-

ple who to love. We too often take our 

role as teachers to be a role of condem-

nation in an effort to persuade others to 

live the way we live. We are also a work 

in progress and in my experience God 

uses other people to teach me as well. 

First, our most effective teaching 

involves what we do and don’t do rather 

than our verbal instructions that comes 

with correction. When we live as faith-

ful disciples by loving others uncondi-

tionally we are teaching how to be disci-

ples. Salvation is not about meeting 

some standard of behavior. Salvation is 

about a transformation from a person 

who lives for the benefits that the world 

offers into a person who lives in harmo-

ny with Creation. 

In the Book of Acts we read about 

an encounter that Philip has with a for-

eigner. The man is from Ethiopia. The 

man is also a eunuch. We don’t know 

much else about the man except that he 

clearly misses out on the rules of Old 

Testament qualification for inclusion. 

And that he had traveled to Jerusalem to 

worship God. So is it possible that Tem-

ple security was already making excep-

tions to some of the rules from the an-

cient past? Or was the man turned away 

at the door or asked to leave? 

We read that the encounter be-

tween Philip and the Ethiopian man was 

orchestrated by the Holy Spirit. This 

While the church was the source of their 
pain, the church can also be the source of 
healing for the victims and the perpetra-
tors. 



 
 
In Our Prayers 

   A Retelling of the Text 

Jesus and His disciples crossed the lake and 
stepped ashore where they were met by a man 
from the local community. As a youth the man 
lived in the community. But once the man real-
ized that he was different than the other men 
around him and told a friend, word spread that he 
wasn’t right. The man tried to explain. Yes, he 
was a born as a man physically but he was differ-
ent. He felt much more like a woman. When he 
was being himself he acted much more like a 
woman. He was a woman within a man’s body. 

The townspeople claimed the man had de-
mons in him. Eventually, his self-loathing took 
it’s toll. He moved to a cave outside the town 
where people would leave him along. The taunt-
ing continued to haunt him. Occasionally, chil-
dren would come to his cave and call him names 
that they had heard from adults. 

But what hurt the man the most were the 
words of his pastor. The man had grown up in the 
church. The pastor had baptized him as a youth. 
He felt at home whenever he attended worship or 
youth group. His pastor was the first adult he told 
after telling his best friend. The pastor’s words 
still bounced inside his head like an echo. “You 
must put these thoughts out of your mind or you 
will be forever condemned. Your salvation de-
pends on it.” 
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And the Ethiopian asks another 

powerful and life-changing ques-

tion. “What is to keep me from be-

ing baptized?” And the Philip’s re-

sponse was not to enroll the man in 

a new member class or to ask him 

questions about his lifestyle or 

whether he lived with another man 

or preferred men. Some manu-

scripts state that Philip added a 

condition of belief with all of his 

heart. Perhaps this was a later addi-

tion. Perhaps religious leaders were 

already moving towards this idea of 

a center-pivot irrigation system of 

inclusion. 

But what we know is this. A 

man who at one time would have 

been excluded from living in com-

munity with the people of God was 

invited without condition to become 

a follower of Jesus Christ. Philip did 

not interrogate the man. Philip did 

not set conditions. And Philip did 

not tell the Ethiopian that he would 

have to commit to anything in par-

ticular. It seems to me that Philip 

trusted in the power of the Holy 

Spirit to work on the man from the 

inside out. 

I suspect that one of the biggest 

fears that we share in our common 

humanity is whether we will be 

loved for who we are. Most of us, 

likely all of us, hold back as a result. 

We live in a constant state of play 

acting. Pretending to be the person 

most likely to be accepted by others. 

Rejection attacks our very core so 

we avoid it whenever possible. 

But this is not what was intend-

ed for the kingdom of God. A com-

munity where everyone is accepted 

and loved. A community of former 

rejects, now accepted by the one  

who matters most. 

During these past few weeks at 

Asbury we have been on a journey 

of inclusion. My goal was for us to 

expire some of the outer edges of 

whatever imaginary boundaries 

each of us might have in place for 

our community. And then to cross 

those boundaries into new territory. 

My hope was for us to explore the 

corners of our neighborhoods seek-

ing out persons who may have been 

excluded from community because 

of who God created them to be. 

Next week we will explore an-

other well-known, but often confus-

ing story about exclusion. And once 

again, Jesus crosses the boundaries 

of exclusion in order to breakdown 

walls and include the excluded into 

the kingdom of God. Jesus demon-

strated what love does. 

We are not defined by what 

others claim to be true about the 

kingdom of God. Our source is scrip-

ture. What may set us a part, per-

haps to the point of being excluded 

from other communities, is that we 

read and interpret scripture 

through fresh eyes, open minds and 

open hearts. Realizing that we too 

keep secrets about ourselves from 

others for fear of rejection. But 

knowing that we are not rejected by 

God. Jesus knows us completely and 

loves us just as we are. 

     Worship at Asbury Church is on 

Sunday’s at 10:30 am. This week’s 

message will be delivered by Pastor 

Jeff. Cyndi and I will be back next 

Sunday. 

Pastor Tommy 

The official replied, “How can I 

understand unless someone ex-

plains it to me?” 

                                    Acts 8:31 

  It seems to me that Phillip trusted 

in the power of the Holy Spirit to 

work on the man from the inside 

out. 



Meet Nadia Bolz-Weber who is also the 

Rev Nadia Bolz-Weber. Nadia is a writer, a 

mother and a Lutheran pastor who founded 

a church that is 

called The House 

for all Sinners and 

Saints. And Nadia 

has a calling that 

she takes own with 

a passion. Her call-
ing is to take the 

good news to per-

sons who have 

been sent to the 

corners by the church left to believe that 

somehow God made a mistake when creat-

ing them. Her passion is to speak the truth 

to powerful, but misinformed church leaders 

and pastors who preach a gospel that isn’t 

good news for a large number of people.* 

Each generation of believers are called to 
read scripture and to faithfully seek the will of 

God. Scripture is not crystal clear. And the 

church has made numerous erroneous inter-

pretations over the centuries. And we continue 
to do so. The question is whether we can learn 

to offer the grace and love that God has offered 

each of us. Whether we live in the center or in 

the corners. 

The Amazon websites describes Shame-

less this way: 

Christians are obsessed 

with sex. But not in a good 
way. For generations 

countless people have 

suffered pain, guilt, and 

judgment as a result of this 

toxic fixation on sex, the 
body, and physical pleas-

ure. In the follow-up to her 

celebrated New York 

Times bestseller Accidental 
Saints, Bolz-Weber un-

leashes her critical eye, her 

sharp pen, and her vulner-

able but hopeful soul on 
the caustic, fear-riddled, 

and religiously inspired 

messages about sex that 

have fed our shame.  
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Leadership in Worship & Service 

When Pastor Nadia speaks about her 

passion and her role as pastor she notes 

that “being a preacher is like having a not-

very-interesting mental illness.” But she 

goes on to say that the biblical story offers a 

great deal of clarity when we manage to 

read it with fresh eyes and leaving our own 

garbage by the curb. Welcome to Nadia’s 

latest book, Shame-less. 

Our book club began reading and dis-
cussing this book over the past couple of 

weeks. There are still copies available and 

there is one waiting for you to join us. 

Shame-less takes us into the corners where 

people have been left out of the circle drawn 

by churches and offers a more grace-filled 

way to interpret scripture. The purpose is 

not to change scripture to fit our prefer-

ences. Our purpose is to faithfully interpret 

scripture so that we are better able to fulfill 

God’s purposes for each of us. 
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judged by the company You keep?” 
After all, the tax collectors and “other 
outcasts” were coming out to hear 
Jesus speak. And Jesus was having 
meals with them. Scandal! 

After beginning Chapter 15 with 
this observation the writer of Luke 
goes on to share that  Jesus told a 
parable to “them.” I’m guessing that 
Jesus told the parable to the gathered 
crowd knowing that His critics would 
be listening.  
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We have all heard it from parents, 
from aunts, from anyone who is concerned 
about us. “You are judged by the company 
you keep.” There are numerous other 
pearls of wisdom that come at us like a 
declaration of truth. And some of them are 
true. But a lot of them aren’t. But even the 
less true ones have a seed of truth. 

When the Pharisees and teachers of 
the law were grumbling about the com-
pany that Jesus kept do you suppose 
that they were scoffing that Jesus hadn’t 
listened to their advice? “Be careful who 
you associate with Jesus — You are 
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                          6:00pm        Asbury Youth Group 

June 15   Sat   10am-12N     Japanese Jiu Jitsi 
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I hope that you will join us for frank, 

but sensitive discussions about the topics of 
gender, sexual orientation and a way for-

ward for the church to offering healing ra-

ther than harm to persons that don’t fit 

traditional mold. 

Our conversations come out of both 

our shared and our differing beliefs which 

often lead us into new insights about our-

selves, our world and our God. I am grateful 
for all of the individuals who have made this 

an every week item on their schedule. Our 

current worship series, Chosen, will parallel 

our discussions in a number of ways. 

I encourage you to come to our 

Wednesday gatherings. Our small group is a 

diverse group and we are delighted when 

new persons join us. I hope that you will 

join in on our discussion. We meet each 
Wednesday at Noon. Come join us for a light 

lunch, fellowship and discussion. Our food 

selections have been fantastic and we always 

have plenty to share. And we are always on 
the lookout for our next book, video lesson 

or topic. Your participation and suggestions 

are greatly appreciated. 

                                 Pastor Tommy 

*  Bolz-Weber, Nadia. Shameless - A 

Sexual Reformation. New York: The Crown 

Publishing Group, 2019. 

that He is every week and during the 
week. But in our worship we are to cele-
brate the lost being found. Not because 

they are less righteous and now can be-
come like us. But because we welcomed 
them into our community and celebrated 
with them that each of us is searched for 
until found by the Good Shepherd. 

One additional point to this parable. 
By the time that Jesus told this parable, 
shepherds were also considered outcasts. 
And Jesus had the audacity to compare 
God to a shepherd. God is an outcast in 
this context. No wonder we are more apt 
to find Jesus with the outcasts! 

I pray that you will join us for our 
new series, Chosen, that begins on Sun-
day, May 5, 2019. As we prepare to cele-
brate the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, we will explore what it means 
to be chosen — to be an outcast whom 
God is especially fond of — and prepare 
for the celebrations to come as more of 
us outcasts gather together to worship 
the Shepherd who found us. Join us each 
Sunday at 10:30 am in the Asbury Em-
powerment Arts Center for a Spirit-filled 
worship experience. At 9:30 am a few of 
us meet in the Asbury Café to discuss the 
scripture for the week. Join us. 

Pastor Tommy 

The parable was about searching for 
the lost. But “lost” applies to the out-
casts whom God searches for and 
gathers into God’s kingdom. 

The Pharisees on the other hand 
believe that they are righteous. They 
believe this to be true about them-
selves in contrast to the outcasts. Ra-
ther than celebrate with God that the 
outcasts had gathered to hear the good 
news that the kingdom of God is near, 
they scoffed at the idea that God 
would want to be in their presence at 
all. 

Think about the attitude that too often 
comes across from us church goers. 
We declare ourselves righteous, or at 
least more righteous than those who 
we don’t see at worship. Imagine if we 
could see what God sees from a van-
tage point of seeing the whole picture. 
Might we see Jesus sitting with out-
casts while we celebrate our righteous-
ness without Him?  

    I’m not saying that Jesus isn’t 
present in worship with us. I believe 

June 16      SUNDAY   

                     9:30am     Café Opens                      

                     10:30am   New Beginnings            

                     Contemporary Worship 
 

   Last Week for Worship 
     Attendance  34   Offering  $ 528 

One day when many tax collectors and 
other outcasts came to listen to Jesus, 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
Law started gambling, "This man wel-
comes outcasts and even eats with 
them?” 

                                   Luke 15:1 (GNT) 
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at Asbury UMC 
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Pre-school to 6th Grade 
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Come create a musical with Ms. Sylvia Pittman—Vocal Teacher, Musician and Producer 



We proudly accept MyFlintStones 

The Asbury Café is open  
Fridays 10am to 2pm &  

Sundays 10 am to 12 Noon 

   While turning blight into beauti-
ful and productive landscape is 
good on its own, transforming a 
food desert into abundance is life 
giving. But Asbury wants to make 
sure that produce is available on 
the tables of our residents. Our cul-
inary arts and nutritional educa-
tion programs offer residents the 
know how just as our farms offers 
nature’s bounty. In addition, the 
Asbury Café is a culinary experi-
ence accessible to our neighbors 
and anyone with an appetite. Our 
“pay what you can” approach 
means that no one is turned away. 
Those who can help either on the 
farm or in the café are offered spe-
cial  MyFlintStones tokens that can 
be used either in the Asbury Café 
or in exchange for produce to pre-
pare at home. 

   Asbury Farm to Table 



 

 

 

 

 
   

When he saw Jesus, he gave a loud cry, threw himself down at his feet, and shouted, “Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God! What do you want with me? I beg you, don't punish me!”  

Luke 8:26-39 (GNT) 

NOTES FROM WORSHIP 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS 

1.    Read Luke 8:26-39 this week’s article titled Redeemed. What images come to mind? In what ways does 
the text or article appeal to you? Is Pastor Tommy’s re-interpretation reasonable? Can you imagine 
what may have inspired such a radical interpretation? 

2.    This week our focus in on redemption — salvation. God promises us salvation through our belief in  
Jesus Christ. But what does salvation mean? In our text? What does salvation mean for you?  

3.    How can the members of your group help you this week and on-going to help you remove obstacles 
that stand in the way of your witness? 

Life Group Questions & Notes 
Volume 19   Issue 9 
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   Neighborhood Connection 

FlintAsbury.org 

  We envision a community in love with God, 
each other, and our neighbors evidenced by 
the transformation of ourselves and our 
neighborhood. We are a center for worship 
& spiritual growth, a center for connections 
and a center for health & wellness. 
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    Our goal is a revitalized community where every resident can use their 
talents and passions for the common good, where children grow into citi-
zens who contribute to building and maintaining a vibrant neighborhood, 
and all residents are able to enjoy safety, good health, a culture that fosters 
life long learning and satisfying lives. 

    We believe that such an ambitious goal can never be attained without 
God’s grace and abundance and Christ calls each of us to be disciples will-
ing to share our witness through words and acts. 
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about. 

Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
“My name is “hot mess.” The man answered 
this way because he had been told this so many 
times it seemed. And as the church goers 
witnessed what was happening they begged 
Jesus not to send them into the abyss. 

Coincidently, in the telling of this story by 
Luke, there was a large herd of pigs near by, 
feeding on a hillside. And like the prodigal son 
who once wished that he could eat with pigs the 

church-goers begged Jesus to let them live with 
the pigs — and he let them. From that point 
forward, they left the man alone and lived with 
the pigs. But we all know that eventually the 
whole lot of them are rushing down the side of a 
cliff into a lake. And if they do not turn their 
heads  towards Jesus, they will drown in their 
own contempt. 

When those who benefited most from the 
attitude of the church saw what happened they 
held a conference, issued a strong statement 
signed by each of them and preached even hard-
er against inclusion. 

But when the people began to understand 
what had happened — when they themselves came 
to Jesus — they found the man from whom the 
church-goers could no longer hurt sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, clothed as the man deemed appropriate 
and in his right mind; and they were all afraid. 

Those who had seen it told the other church 
people how the man had been redeemed.  Then all 
the people from the condemning churches asked 
Jesus to go away because they were terribly afraid. 
Perhaps they were secretly worried that they had 
been living a lie themselves. But there is still hope. 

So Jesus got into the boat and left and the 
man begged Jesus, “Let me go with you.” But Jesus 
sent him out to tell the truth of the Gospel. Jesus 
said, “Go back home and tell what God has done 
for you.” And so the man did. And lived happily 
ever after. But in a different church. 

Have you listened to condemnation by people 
who claim to know scripture and responded by 
isolating yourself from the community that inflicted 
the pain? Sometimes getting out of town is the only 
way. But continuing to live outside of a loving, 
faith community is a bad choice. I hope that you 
will join us for worship each Sunday here at As-
bury. We are not afraid to stand in solidarity with 
those who have been hurt and oppressed. 

Worship is at 10:30 am. I lead a Bible study 
in the Asbury Café each Sunday at 9:30 am. Come 
join us. 

Pastor Tommy 

Salvation. This is what every one who 
believes in a God of salvation wants. Isn’t it? 
This is what the man wanted but he simply 
could not get himself to change. He concluded 
that God had somehow made a mistake with 
him. He was one of the broken ones that could 
not be repaired. He was unloved. Even worse, 
he was unredeemable. 

For a long time this man had worn 
“inappropriate” clothing and spent his time in 
the caves outside the city.  When he saw Jesus, 
the man gave a loud cry, threw himself down at 
his feet, and shouted, “Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God! What do you want with me? I beg 
you, don't punish me!” The man was certain that 
Jesus was God who had come to punish him. 
Why else would Jesus be standing there in front 
of him? After all, the church had condemned 
him. 

But Jesus said to the established church of 
His time, more than once, that they were the 
ones in trouble. That the blessed are the ones 
that the church doesn’t think should be blessed. 

Still the man has been condemned by 
many church-goers and had been a  prisoner to 
their condemnation. It was as though his hands 
and feet were tied with chains. The only way he 
knew how to break the chains put on him by the 
demons was to go out into the desert. To live in 
the corners that the church was happy to forget 

When he saw Jesus, he gave a loud cry, 
threw himself down at his feet, and shouted, 
“Jesus, Son of the Most High God! What do 
you want with me? I beg you, don’t punish 
me!” 


